THE   HISTORY   OF  SPIRITUALISM

and in many ways the greatest of the whole line of
mediums, that he was subject to the errors as well as
to the privileges which mediumship brings, that only
by the study of mediumship can his powers be really
understood, and that in endeavouring to separate him
from Spiritualism his New Church has shown a com-
plete misapprehension of his gifts, and of their true
place in the general scheme of Nature. As a great
pioneer of the Spiritual movement his position is both
intelligible and glorious. As an isolated figure with
incomprehensible powers, there is no place for him in
any broad comprehensive scheme of religious thought.
It is interesting to note that he considered his
powers to be intimately connected with a system of
respiration. Air and ether being all around us, it is
as if some men could breathe more ether and less air
and so attain a more etheric state. This, no doubt, is
a crude and clumsy way of putting it, but some such
idea runs through the work of many schools of
psychic thought. Laurence Oliphant, who had no
obvious connexion with Swedenborg, wrote his book
" Sympneumata " in order to explain it. The Indian
system of Yoga depends upon the same idea. But
anyone who has seen an ordinary medium go into
trance is aware of the peculiar hissing intakes with
which the process begins and the deep expirations
with which it ends. A fruitful field of study lies
there for the Science of the future. Here, as in other
psychic matters, caution is needed. The author has
known several cases where tragic results have followed
upon an ignorant use of deep-breathing psychic
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